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And now, it’s official.

Never mind the fact that his campaign website has been up and running for some time, he’s already launched a radio ad, and that he himself has previously said he would be running: Bob Cohen is officially running for state Senate.

Cohen, a Republican businessman who recently moved from Scarsdale to New Rochelle, today formally announced his bid to succeed Sen. Suzi Oppenheimer, D-Mamaroneck, who will retire at the end of the year. Cohen lost in his bid to oust Oppenheimer in the 2010 elections by about 600 votes.

“I am not a politician. I am your neighbor—I am the guy who lives across the street,” Cohen said in Yonkers this morning, according to his prepared remarks. “The time has come for regular citizens to intervene in the affairs of our state. The career politicians continue to fail us.”

Cohen is the first person to announce a bid to replace Oppenheimer, though the district’s boundaries haven’t yet been finalized. The state’s redistricting process is still in flux, though Senate Republicans said a vote on new Senate districts could come as soon as this week.

On the Democratic side, no one has officially announced a campaign, though Assemblyman George Latimer, D-Rye, has acknowledged interest in a potential run.

UPDATED: You can read Cohen’s prepared remarks from this morning after the jump, as well as a video of Cohen courtesy of The Journal News’ Gerald McKinstry.
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